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Coroners and Medical Examiners 

We’re on the web!! 

www.nysaccme.org 

FALL 2020 CONFERENCE - CANCELLED  
Coroner 101 2021 - February 13 - Syracuse, NY  

Spring 2021 Conference - March 19 - 21 - Altmar, NY  

President’s Message by  Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP 

Chief Coroner—Orleans County, New York 

True or False?  Only the wealthy can make  
a significant gift to NYSACCME. 

FALSE! Interestingly, the 
wealthy are less likely than 
others to give.  Many of our 
supporters are not wealthy, 
but are interested in making 
a sizeable donation to sup-
port NYSACCME and it’s 
efforts in Medico-Legal 
Death Investigation Educa-
tion.  But to be practical, 
they must maintain their cur-
rent income and cash flow 
levels.  They want to give, 
but aren’t sure how to give 
wisely.  A planned gift to 

NYSACCME is a wonderful 
way to make a difference in 
the Educational efforts of 
your organization while also 
enhancing your own finan-
cial and estate plans.  Be-
quests, trusts, gifts of life 
insurance, and retirement 
assets—these giving vehicles 
can benefit you regardless of 
your level of wealth.  And, 
with a planned gift, you will 
have the satisfaction of 
knowing that you have truly 
made a difference in the fu-

ture of Forensic Science.  
Why not remember NYSAC-
CME in your will or estate 
planning or with an outright 
donation now, to ensure that 
your interests in NYSAC-
CME will endure through the 
years.  Your attorney and/or 
financial advisor can help you 
with the options available to 
you.    NYSACCME is a Not-
for-Profit Organization and 
your gift is tax deductible.  
Thank you.  

A “New Normal” Amidst Frightening Abnormality 
I write this letter amidst a World-Wide Pandemic.  
The Novel Coronavirus aka Covid-19 has taken the 
world by storm and is currently taking its wrath out 
upon New York City as the Big Apple now has the 
distinction of being the epicenter of the virus world-
wide.  In our State since yesterday (4/3/20), there 
were an additional 400+ deaths attributed to the 
virus.  People are scared, people are angry, people 
are stubborn and some people are just plain care-
less.  This is a time when we need to listen.  I must 
admit, when this first started I was one of the ones 
saying, “…it’s just the flu.  Use common sense; stay 
away from sick people, if you’re sick-stay home, 
and wash your hands…often and you’ll be fine.”  
I’ve since changed my attitude.  It’s always sad 
when people die.  It’s always tragic when people 
die in such astronomical numbers.  And in these 
days of tragedy, sadness is compounded by the 
fact that traditional funeral rituals and gatherings 
can’t be held normally because of the virulence and 
strong contagion factors which this virus is empow-
ered with.  It’s also a sad day because Bill Withers, 
the composer of the song “Lean On Me” passed 
away.   
 
During these tough times physically and mentally, 
there are people out of work due to social distanc-
ing guidelines causing their employers to close op-
erations.  And then there are the essential workers 
who have had to augment their normal activities to 
abide by those guidelines while still expected to 
continue doing their jobs.  Lest we not forget the 
heroes of this tragedy, the first responders - Fire, 
EMS, Law Enforcement, Doctors, Nurses and all 
those charged with the care of the afflicted, infected 
and those in recovery.  Then there’s the Coroners, 
Medical Examiners, Death Investigators and Funer-
al Directors, who regardless of the situation, have 
to take care of the dead.  I mentioned the passing 
of Bill Withers because of his song…”Lean on Me”.  
These times demand more than ever, that we 
HAVE to lean on each other for support.  Whether it 
be for physical support in helping to lift a patient, 

donating PPE to a local hospital, assisting a Fu-
neral Director with a removal or exhausting our 
supply of body bags because the local hospital 
has run out and you gave your last dozen to the 
nursing home to assist in the surge which they just 
experienced.  I could go on forever about the 
ways we need to lean on each other during these 
times.  We need to remember to lean on each 
other emotionally as well.  While death is part of 
our daily lives professionally (as well as personally 
for ALL of us at some point), the tremendous vol-
ume of dead bodies is something most of us have 
never seen or experienced before.  It’s abnormal 
and for many unfathomable to even see pictures 
of that many dead, let alone work among them 
and move them around.  That abnormal, those 
images, that reality has become the new normal 
and will continue to be for a period of time across 
the Nation.  That new normal, the abnormal, WILL 
cause people we know, people we don’t know and 
yes, even us…to question our abilities and to 
question our strength to go on.  We need to lean 
on each other more now than ever.  The song 
says, “Sometimes in our lives we all have pain, we 
all have sorrow, but if we are wise, we know that 
there’s always tomorrow.  Lean on me when 
you’re not strong I’ll be your friend, I’ll help you 
carry on.  For it won’t be long ‘til I’m gonna need 
somebody to lean on.” 

 

These are tough times 
indeed.  NYSACCME 
as a family, is here to 
lean on.  Pride and 
egos be damned…this 
is a time when WE 
ALL NEED HELP!   

Continued on page 2 
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME? 
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees 
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation 
Creditability when involved in court cases 
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals 
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques 
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind 

case that leaves you grasping for straws 
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique 

that can be passed on to others who don’t know 
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences 
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,  
 Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys 

 
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO: 
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies 
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with  
 NYSACCME 
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences 
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medi-

cal Examiners 
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers 
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement) 
Students 
 

Membership is effective from January to December.  Yearly membership dues are made payable 
to NYSACCME.  Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org  

FYI 

State of NY, as well as County 

and Local governments for the 

death investigators.  By organiz-

ing Coroners and Medical Ex-

aminers throughout the State, 

we support promulgation of 

standards for death investiga-

tion.  We hope to maintain a 

greater quality of death investi-

gation by accrediting our mem-

bership via training, and we 

The Mission and Goals of the 

NYSACCME are to assist in 

advancement of Forensic Sci-

ence and its application to 

death investigation by providing 

education to those who interact  

during a death investigation.  

We strive for the improvement 

of quality in death investiga-

tions in NY State and the ad-

vancement of support by the 

strive to assist with the writing 

of new laws and/or changing of 

old laws by maintaining liaison 

with legislative bodies, repre-

sentatives, and the State DOH. 

We are ACTIVISTS for Foren-

sic Science. 

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT 

CANCELLED 
Fall 2020 Conference 

September 18 - 20 
Host: Jennifer J Prutsman-Pfeiffer, Wyoming County Coroner 

Due to circumstances relating to the Covid-19 Pandemic 

the NYSACCME Fall 2020 Conference 

 has been rescheduled to Fall 2021 

For more information, see insert from President Schmidt 

Continued from front page 

LOOKING AHEAD TO... Spring 2021 Conference 
HOSTED BY:   Clinton County Coroner’s Office 

The NYSACCME Spring  2021 Conference will be held on March 19 - 21 at the rustic Tailwater Lodge in Alt-

mar, New York.  Topic:  "First Responder Deaths and the Aftermath"  

 
The conference will focus on investigating the death of first responders and navigating the sensitive nature of 

the dynamics involved when it’s one of our own.  We will also explore use of force deaths by law enforce-

ment, correctional facility deaths and you will be treated to an in-depth break-down of the Escape from Dan-

nemora Prison and the fatal shooting of one of the escapees.  Former Major and author Charles Guess will 

guide us through this fascinating case.   

 
Part II will feature the pitfalls associated with the aftermath of dealing with the death of our own, including 

recognizing post-traumatic stress symptoms, how to mitigate them and substance abuse issues among first re-

sponders.     

 
Mark your calendar for the NYSACCME Spring 2021 Conference, March 19 - 21.  See you at the Tailwater 

Lodge!  

Reach out to your friends, your colleagues, your competitors, your neighbors…reach out to anyone who you think might need help or 

assistance.  Sometimes when we need help the most, we’re the most stubborn.  We all need help at some point in our lives, and 

when that help comes in our darkest hour, it can be a beacon of light that makes all the difference in the world.  When that world 

seems like it’s in a constant thunderstorm with gloom and doom, somebody offering a helping hand, somebody offering an opportuni-

ty to lean on them…can be the difference between life and death and for that moment can be a rainbow at the end of the storm.   

 

We do extraordinary things that most people don’t know about and quite possibly could never comprehend.  We sometimes risk our 

own health, our safety and our sanity for the families we serve because we’re called to do so.  We do it because of that calling and 

we do it with professionalism, care, dignity, respect and love.  That comes with a personal price and sometimes we just need to lean 

on somebody to just keep going or to bounce back after a setback.  We need each other.  After a storm, the clouds will clear, the sun 

will shine and a rainbow will appear.  As Maya Angelou once said, “Be the Rainbow in Someone Else’s Cloud.”  Stay safe, stay well 

and may your God continue to bless the work which you all have done and continue to do during this difficult time in society. 

 

Most sincerely, 

Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP, D-ABMDI 

President-NYSACCME 

http://www.nysaccme.org
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SUNSHINE FUND 
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund.  It is money raised in a special raffle following the 
dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends.  The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSAC-
CME members in order to raise money for special things.  These special things are meant to provide some Sunshine 
into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal.  The Sunshine Fund is used to send memorial 
donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or someone in their families.  The fund is 
used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s been ill, had surgery, been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of 
an unexpected pick-me-up.  The Sunshine Fund is also used to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our 
‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening.  The Sunshine Fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSAC-
CME.  The fund is managed by one of our Special Board Members, Joan Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Dona-
tion Community.  She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the information we receive regarding 
the situation at hand.  She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need.  SHE NEEDS YOU to contact any 
NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need.  This is such an important function behind the 
scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization.  Please re-
member to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund.  Perhaps something unique 
to your region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate.  We’ve had some outstanding 
offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication 
which has been going on between the membership and Joan.  Keep up the good work! 

My name is Tom Tidwell, I am the Eastern Region Training Coordinator at 
the Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP) in Anniston, AL.  The CDP is a 
Department of Homeland Security / FEMA  training center. If you are a 
state, local, or tribal government emergency responder, this training is com-
pletely funded by DHS at no cost to you or your jurisdiction.  We fly re-
sponders into the Atlanta airport, pick them up, transport them to the cen-
ter and provide all meals and lodging at no cost to the individual or agen-
cy.    
The Center for Domestic Preparedness, located in Anniston, AL offers a 
myriad of training programs for personnel working in multiple disciplines, 
you can visit our website at https://cdp.dhs.gov/find-training  to learn 
more about the training programs.   
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly with 
any questions. I hope to see you or others within your community take ad-
vantage of these opportunities soonest. 
Tom Tidwell, Resident Training, East Region Training Coordinator, Center 
for Domestic Preparedness, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), U.S. Department of Home-
land Security  
P.O. Box 5100, 61 Responder Drive, Anniston, Alabama 36205 
Work: 256-847-2082, Toll Free: 1-866-213-9546, Website: https://
cdp.dhs.gov, SS LE 8K- 85000 

New York City Death Certificates Will 

Now Include Male, Female or ‘X’ 

Change follows city law that permits people to apply for corrected birth 

certificate with X designation 

New York City Health Commissioner Oxiris Barbot said the changes give people ‘the opportunity to live their fullest lives and 

have that be codified both in birth and in death.’ PHOTO: ERIN LEFEVRE FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

By  Melanie Grayce West 

The New York City Board of Health on Tuesday moved to allow death certificates to be issued with the gender 
designation of “X” for decedents who didn’t identify as male or female. 

The change follows a city law that went into effect on Jan. 1, 2019, that permits people born in New York City to 
apply to the city’s Department of Health and Mental Hygiene for a corrected birth certificate with an X designa-
tion for a gender marker. Before that change in law, if a person wanted to change their gender on a birth certifi-
cate, it required approval from medical and mental-health providers. 

                                                                                RELATED 

Supreme Court to Rule on Gay, Transgender Employment Rights 
As a housekeeping matter, the Board of Health went back to enact the addition of X as a gender on several other 
city-issued documents, most critically among them the death certificate. Health providers or surviving family will 
be able to note the non-binary gender marker. On the birth certificate for a newborn baby or adopted child, a par-
ent can now also be identified as X. 

Speaking at the meeting, the city’s health commissioner, OxirisBarbot, said that the changes to official documents 
offer an “interesting view into the reality and the importance of the vital registration function that we serve.” 
The changes are “trying to as closely as possibly capture the reality of everyday New Yorkers and continue to 
give them the opportunity to live their fullest lives and have that be codified both in birth and in death,” Ms. Bar-
bot said. 

Across the country, states and employers are adopting the X designation to transgender or non-binary people, and 
those who feel that the male and female options are inadequate descriptions. Oregon was the first state to provide 
the X designation on driver’s licenses in 2017. 
Write to Melanie Grayce West at melanie.west@wsj.com 

SAVE THE DATES 

Coroner 101 2021 - February 13 - Syracuse, NY 

Spring 2021 Conference - March 19 - 21 - Altmar, NY 

Fall 2021 Conference - September 17 - 19 - TBD 

SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE 
SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE 

https://cdp.dhs.gov/find-training
https://cdp.dhs.gov
https://cdp.dhs.gov
https://www.wsj.com/articles/supreme-court-to-consider-gay-transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-11555940890?mod=article_inline&mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/as-a-doctor-she-treated-children-now-health-commissioner-cares-for-an-entire-city-11549898950?mod=searchresults&page=1&pos=13&mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-administration-moves-to-roll-back-protections-for-transgender-patients-11558705347?mod=searchresults&page=2&pos=5&mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/for-those-who-dont-identify-as-male-or-female-growing-acceptanceand-accommodation-11567330201?mod=searchresults&page=1&pos=14&mod=article_inline
mailto:melanie.west@wsj.com
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ACCREDITATION POLICY 
Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active mem-
ber in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year.  Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational ac-
creditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses. 
 
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education.  
To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be in NY-
SACCME sponsored training courses. 
 
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows: 
 

   A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program 
 

B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local 
      Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with 
      appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board. 

 
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and 
      evaluated by the Accreditation Board.  This can include college and other  
      formal course work. 
 

SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Robert F. Waltman at the address below. 
If you have questions, contact:   Robert F. Waltman 

                                                       P.O. Box 24 Dansville, NY 14437-0247 
                                                       email: quincy980@AOL.com 
                                                       cell: (585) 738-3388 

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE:  www.nysaccme.org 

Coroners Store ONLINE ! 

We are partnering with All Star Sports of Owego, NY to offer an online Coroners Store. 
 
The store will be available online from the 1

st
 thru the 15

th
 of each month.  After the store closes on the 

15
th
 of the month your ordered items will be prepared and shipped. 

 
It works like this: 

• Enter in your internet browser:  NYSACCME.itemorder.com or go to NYSACCME website and click 
   on Coroners Store (ONLINE)  

• DO NOT use http:// nor www 

• Browse through the items 

• Click on any item for details, description and options 

• Simply choose the color, size, quantity and options 

• The term: Medical Examiner or another title of your choosing can be substituted for the title 

     CORONER on garments and items. Please specify your choice of wording. 
  You can order and pay online with a credit card. 
 
The store was developed with a sampling of items which we thought might be of interest to our mem-
bers. If there are item(s) that you are interested in, that do not appear in the store, you can contact Joe 
Sr. at All Star Sports 607-687-4928 to check availability and request inclusion. 
 
Remember this is a new initiative to try to meet the needs of our members, please give us feedback on 
what you like and what you don't like so that we can continue to improve the process and the offering. 
Thank you! 

A Death in the Family 
On March 20th, 2020 our NYSACCME family suffered a loss of another pillar of our Organization.  War-
ren Riles, a part of the group which formed NYSACCME several decades ago and who remained a stal-
wart member ever since, and served as 1st Vice President under Scott Schmidt for several years, died after 
a hard-fought battle with esophageal cancer. 
Warren was a small-statured, quiet individual who served as a Coroner in Chautauqua County for over 
40 years and was co-owner of the Riles-Woolley Funeral Home in Forestville, NY.  A typical Funeral Di-
rector, Warren was heavily involved in his community, in the local and State Funeral Directors Associa-
tion and as mentioned prior, in NYSACCME.  Always willing to be involved in the mix, Warren spear-
headed many committees and was instrumental in the passage of the training requirement bill which 
was passed in to law in 2017 as well as our “See the Signs; Save a Life” public service campaign.  He was 
a quiet man, but had a heart of gold and was bigger than life.  Rarely having a negative word about any-
one, was a true joiner and wanted to be involved in anything to help the organization or his community.  
His perpetual smile will be missed, but will always be remembered as he will be a missing fixture not 
only at Board meeting, but at Conference Weekend.   President Scott Schmidt and 2nd VP Rob Waltman 
attended a private service which was held due to the health concerns and recommendations of the local, 
State and Federal Government pertaining to Covid-19 and public gatherings.  A public Memorial Service 
will be held once restrictions on gatherings are relaxed.  In President Schmidt’s remarks he stated,  
 

“IT WAS A TOUGH DAY WHEN HE DECIDED TO GIVE UP THE CORONER POSITION.  CHANGING 

TIMES AND CHANGING PROTOCOLS AS WELL AS CHANGING HEALTH WAS NOT AN EASY THING 

FOR WARREN TO NAVIGATE AND HE SHARED THAT OPENLY WITH ME ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS.  

WHEN HE RESIGNED HIS POSITION ON THE BOARD AS AN OFFICER, HE WANTED ME TO KEEP HIM 

IN THE LOOP AND OFFERED TO HELP IN ANYWAY IF WE NEEDED ANYTHING.  THROUGHOUT HIS 

MEDICAL ISSUES AND TREATMENTS, WE WOULD TALK PERIODICALLY AND HE WOULD SAY HOW HE 

WAS TIRED, BUT STILL WAS GOING TO TRY AND MAKE IT TO THE NEXT CONFERENCE.  UNFORTU-

NATELY, THAT NEXT CONFERENCE NEVER CAME TO BE.  HAVING FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT, HAV-

ING RAN THE RACE, HAVING GIVEN HIS ALL IN EVERYTHING HE DID,..WARREN WON HIS RACE.  HE 

WON THE RACE TO PEACE.  HE WON THE RACE FULFILLMENT OF PURPOSE AND HE WON THE 

RACE OF ALL PUBLIC SERVANTS…HAVING LEFT A LEGACY OF CONSISTANCY, SERVICE ABOVE SELF, 

AND GIVING BACK ALL YOU CAN TO THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH YOU LIVE AND WORK.  I’LL 

CLOSE WITH THE WORDS OF BESSIE ANDERSON STANLEY.   “TO LAUGH OFTEN AND LOVE MUCH; 

TO WIN THE RESPECT OF INTELLIGENT PERSONS AND THE AFFECTION OF CHILDREN; TO EARN THE 

APPROBATION OF HONEST CRITICS AND TO ENDURE THE BETRAYAL OF FALSE FRIENDS; TO APPRE-

CIATE BEAUTY; TO FIND THE BEST IN OTHERS; TO GIVE OF ONE’S SELF; TO LEAVE THE WORLD A LIT-

TLE BETTER, WHETHER BY A HEALTHY CHILD, A GARDEN PATCH, OR A REDEEMED SOCIAL CONDI-

TION; TO HAVE PLAYED AND LAUGHED WITH ENTHUSIASM AND SUNG WITH EXULTATION; TO 

KNOW THAT EVEN ONE LIFE HAS BREATHED EASIER BECAUSE YOU HAVE LIVED…..THIS IS TO HAVE 

SUCCEEDED.”  OUR KIND, GENTLE AND DEAR FRIEND WARREN, HAS LEFT NO DOUBT THAT HE HAS 

SUCCEEDED IN HIS LIFE JOURNEY.  MAY GOD GRANT HIM THE REWARDS OF BEING A GOOD AND 

FAITHFUL SERVANT HERE ON EARTH…MY GOOD FRIEND, MAY YOUR REST BE EASY AND MAY YOU 

REST IN PEACE IN YOUR GLORIOUS HEAVENLY HOME.” 
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FORESTVILLE:  Warren H. Riles, CFSP, 79, of Main Street, Forestville, 

died Friday, March 20th, 2020, at Gowanda Rehabilitation and Nursing 

Center, from metastatic esophageal cancer which was diagnosed in Janu-

ary 2019.  Even though he was only there a week, he received excellent 

care from their staff.  He was born in Canonsburg, PA on December 4, 

1940, the son of the late James A. and Florence E. (Houston) Riles. 
Mr. Riles was a graduate of Palmyra Macedon High School, Class of 

1959, a graduate of Syracuse University and a graduate of Pittsburgh In-

stitute of Mortuary Science, Class of 1968. 
He was a Licensed Funeral Director in both New York State & Pennsyl-

vania and currently was President of Riles & Woolley, Inc., Forestville, 

which co-owns Riles & Woolley Funeral Home and Riles & Woolley 

Monuments.  He moved to Forestville on January 20, 1969, purchased the 

former Hole-Parker Funeral Chapel in Forestville almost 50 years ago, on 

December 15, 1970 and changed the name to Riles Funeral Home.  Mr. 

Riles started Riles & Woolley Monuments in April 1989 with Mark 

Woolley and formed Riles & Woolley, Inc. in 2001.  He served as a Chau-

tauqua County Coroner for 41 years, retiring on June 27, 2018 and served 

as Chief Coroner for the last 9 years, where he participated with Starflight in numerous Mock DWI Crash Programs at 

many area high schools. 
Mr. Riles was a member of many organizations including but not limited to; the National Funeral Director’s Association, 

the New York State Funeral Director’s Association, where he served on the Board as a former Super Region A Director, 

past member of the Budget & Finance Committee, Family Assistance Commission and Ad Hoc Committee, the Director’s 

Choice Credit Union serving as Secretary/Treasurer, the Chautauqua County Funeral Director’s Association, where he 

served as President for many years, a member of Erie Lodge #22 IOOF, Hanover Masonic Lodge #152 F&AM, Forestville, 

the Chautauqua County Police Chief’s Association, the American Guild of Organists, the Sons of the American Revolution, 

Newtown Battle Chapter and was currently President of the Forestville Cemetery Association. 
He was a past member of the Chautauqua County Emergency Medical Services Council for 30 years, the New York State 

Association of County Coroners and Medical Examiners, where he served as 1st Vice President and was an exempt member 

of the Forestville Fire Department, where in the early 

1970′s he served as Captain of the Rescue Squad and do-

nated a hearse to be used as the first ambulance.  Mr. Riles 

also served on many Board’s for the former Village of 

Forestville and was a member and past President of the 

original Forestville Band Boosters. 
Survivors include a brother, James G. (Beverly) Riles, of 

Bloomfield, NY, three nephews and two nieces.  Also sur-

viving are special friends Mark, Ann, and Lynanne Wool-

ley of Forestville, Michael Woolley of Chicago, IL and 

Matthew, Lindsey, Jason, Bryan & Madalynn Ellis of Fre-

donia. 
Visitation and a Memorial Service for the public will be 

held at a later date when restrictions for funerals and public 

places are removed.  Private Funeral Services were held 

Sunday and private interment will be in the Forestville 

Cemetery. 
Memorials may be made to Forestville Fire Dept. Emer-

gency & Rescue Squad, PO Box 299, Forestville, NY 

14062.  Arrangements are by Riles & Woolley Funeral 

Home, Forestville.  To post condolences and share memo-

ries, go to www.rilesandwoolleyfuneralhome.com. 

WARREN H. RILES 
December 4, 1940 - March 20, 2020 

New York State Discovery Law Will Have A Major Impact On New York States Fire & EMS Services Starting January 1st 2020 

While most fire departments across the state of New York normally are setting their budgets in October and November of 2019 and 
voting on them for December to be ready to go for January of 2020. One thing most fire departments did not add into the budget this 
year is going to be The possibility of having large legal fees in protecting their firefighters and emergency medical technicians in court 
and paying to compensate firefighters and emergency medical technicians for lost wages. Under the new Discovery law passed by 
New York State Senators and Governor Andrew Cuomo that will be taking place at the stroke of midnight on January 1, 2020. The 
Discovery Law will have a major effect on EMS and fire service throughout the entire state of New York from the basic traffic accident 
where a traffic ticket is issued, to any type of fire were an arrest is made. 
The Discovery Law Is a requirement that is part of the new evidence rules that are designed to improve the access of evidence for 
criminal defendants and their legal counsel days after their arrest. Law-enforcement and prosecutors must turn over all information 
and evidence regarding a legal case from a basic traffic ticket to a major crime to the defense attorney or defendant accused in the 
crime or traffic violation within 15 days. The new Discovery law is praised by defense lawyers, but not by prosecutors or emergency 
responders. 
A lot of departments are objecting to the new requirements in the state's criminal justice laws that requires they and other “potential“ 
criminal case witnesses submit to criminal background checks, culminating it is an invasion of privacy. The new Discovery law will re-
quire that prosecutors have criminal history reports compiled for anyone who may be witness in a criminal case And including vehicle 
and traffic laws that were broken during an accident. Emergency responders normally have first contact with crime victims and defend-
ants when someone calls 911 for help. This means in 2020 first responders are going to feel the effect of the new Discovery Law first. 
This means firefighters, emergency medical technicians, paramedics, nurses, or anyone involved in the incident who had contact with 
the victim or defendant or witnessed to the crime in anyway will need to turn over their information to law enforcement immediately. 
Each firefighter, emergency medical technician, paramedic, nurse, or anyone that witnessed the crime or had contact with the victim or 
the defendant will have to turnover their personal information including their date of birth, home address, phone number, and email 
over to the defendant accused of the crime and are now subject to questioning by the individual accused of a crime or their defense 
attorney. The individual accused of the crime can then make contact with each witness or person on scene of the incident and these 
individuals will have to comply under these new laws. Most departments do not issue cell phones to Fire Chief’s as it is a very costly 
item on Departments and Departments allow for the fire chiefs to use their personal cell phones on scene. This personal cell phone if it 
is used to take pictures in anyway or make any type of communication can become evidence and taken under the new Discovery 
laws. The fire chief cell phone then will be turned over to the defendant or defense attorney as part of the evidence. 
To all of the Fire Photographer‘s that are with departments, it has been suggested that you get press credentials in order to protect 
yourself and your equipment in order to keep informing the public on what the departments in your community are doing. By having 
the press credentials and having a verbal agreement with the fire chiefs of the departments and in your area it will allow for you to be 
protected under the press laws of the state of New York. Departments that are using photographers that are members of the press are 
protected from the Discovery laws. 
The old ways of being able to protect first responders are no more.. A lot of emergency responders are fearing their information will 
end up in the wrong person‘s hands and can potentially cause major safety concerns for them or their family members. Individuals 
involved on the scenes will be called into court more often as a witness in a simple traffic accident case, where a traffic ticket is issued. 
Firefighters or emergency medical technicians can be questioned on what they did on scene, what items they moved on the vehicle, in 
the house fire, on the victim or defendant. Firefighters or emergency medical technicians training and techniques of to putting out the 
fire and extricating victims or even preserving evidence can be brought up in court now or in questioning by the defense attorney or 
defendant. The fire department then will be on the hook for covering lost wages, and legal fees to protect their members. If the emer-
gency responder fails to comply to the request of the defense attorney or defendant it can cause major complications for the emergen-
cy responder for not showing up to court and also result in the individual that was accused of a crime having their case dismissed. 
Defense attorneys are now preparing for an easier time in court with the new Discovery law knowing that most departments are not 
going to be able to comply with the request to meet the 15 day deadline to turning over all of this information. Most departments did 
not plan for this law to effect them , this is going to be a major strain on the already fragile fire services and emergency medical ser-
vices in the state of New York. The disclosure law also adds a large amount of work to these departments but no additional funding. 
The additional funding will come from higher taxes on communities throughout the state of New York in the coming year. The Discov-
ery law is going to create a major problem for communities in getting volunteer firefighters or emergency medical technicians to serve 
the community. The fire service is already going through a major decrease in volunteers across the state of New York as departments 
are seeing a steady increase in emergency calls yearly and A rapid decline in volunteers. The rapid decline In volunteer firefighters 
and emergency medical technicians is due to higher taxes, longer hours at work, higher training requirements that an Which and aver-
age person is struggling to meet and people having to work longer hours in order to make ends meet to survive to live in New York 
State. 

http://www.rilesandwoolleyfuneralhome.com
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ATTENTION NEW CORONERS 
SAVE THE DATE 

CORONER 101 
Saturday, FEBRUARY 13, 2021 

Location TBA 
Syracuse, New York 

As of August 2017, Training Bill A5780A went 
into effect requiring newly elected / appointed 
Coroners to participate in mandatory education 

in Medicolegal Death Investigation.  
 
More information will be available in the next 

edition of The Post. 
…SPREAD the word to County Managers 

and NEW Coroners 

AnnMarie Clarke 

Hello everyone!  My name is AnnMarie Clarke.  I thank Scott and Susan for giving me the 
opportunity to serve as NYSACCME’s new administrative assistant.  I reside in the town 
of Sennett, NY - (between Auburn and Skaneateles, NY) in Cayuga County, NY. 
 
My husband Chris and I are both retired from NYS and enjoy living in the Finger Lakes 
region.  We both enjoy cooking and are certified Kansas City BBQ Society Judges.  We 
have traveled throughout the East Coast and Kansas City to judge master series bbq 
competitions.  Part of my state career involved working for the former NYS Division of 
Parole in Buffalo and Collins, NY before relocating in 1998 to Skaneateles, NY. 

We have one adult grown son who resides in Myrtle Beach, SC  and are dog lovers:  we 
have two rescue canines:  Winchester and Jake, ages 8 and 5.  I look forward to working 
with all of you!  Be well - stay healthy and safe. 

Hello and allow me to introduce myself - I’m AnnMarie Time to say Good-Bye... 

On December 14, 2019, I submitted my resignation letter from my position as NYSACCME's Admin-

istrative Assistant effective September 30, 2020 to President Schmidt.  I would have never imaged that 

my last year would play out as it is due to a pandemic.  It has truly been a pleasure to serve this associ-

ation for the past 15 years.  I cannot express the emotions that Steven and I have as we look back at 

the wonderful opportunities we have experienced in traveling throughout New York State and all the 

wonderful people we have met along the way.  It has taken us to many beautiful places that we proba-

bly would have never found ourselves visiting.  I have worked with many of the county offices and 

made acquaintances who I have never met.  We will hold in our hearts the many memories and rela-

tionships we have made throughout the years.  Steven and I look forward to traveling and spending 

more time with our children and grandchildren.  This has been a very difficult decision, but I know it is 

the right time to say Good-Bye. 

Yours truly,  

Susan J. Ernst 
Why Are You a NYSACCME Member? 

 Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of as an opportunity to learn a little and have a party week-
end on the County nickel.  With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going by the wayside for 
many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend have either passed-on, been elect-
ed out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County won’t pay for it, they don’t need it.  NYSACCME itself has 
cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely grateful to have many generous sponsors over the 
years to cover coffee breaks, cocktail hours, and hospitality suites.  Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have con-
summate professionals who lecture FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting edge knowledge in 
our field.  We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attending BOTH our conferences each 
year, and paying for their membership and conference registration ON THEIR OWN.  
 We continue to attract new members by providing top-flight lectures and educational conferences with the latest and 
most up-to-date information available in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science. Assembly 
Bill A5780A passed on August 21, 2017, mandating that newly elected or appointed Coroners take a basic class 
providing training in Medicolegal Death Investigation.  We remain the only entity in NY State providing ANY TYPE of 
education in the aforementioned areas.  With the new requirement regarding certification of individuals and Offices by 
NAME and/or ABMDI, and with NYSACCME offering CEU credits which are accepted by ABMDI and AAFP, we expect 
to see a continued growth in membership. 
 Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for training for all the 
Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal Death Investigators in the County.  A membership in NYSACCME can 
accomplish so much and attending at least one conference a year will go far with regards to credibility and background in 
any legal proceedings.  Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respective discipline is hard 
to defeat in a courtroom.  
 Law Enforcement, Fire and EMS personnel, morgue attendants, investigators, physicians, technicians, OPO employees 
as well as people from the Legal community and anyone and everyone involved with a death investigation are eligible to 
become members of NYSACCME.  Perhaps join as a “group” allowing alternating people from a particular office to at-
tend under the 'office membership umbrella'.  Cost is the same for individual membership, but the ability to rotate staff to 
conference is priceless. 
 In order to be a voting member, you must be a sitting Medical Examiner or Coroner.  All other benefits remain the 
same.   
 Membership Applications are available on our website:  www.nysaccme.org.   Pass along this information to your col-
leagues and County leaders for consideration today! 

http://www.nysaccme.org

