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BUSINESS OFFICE 

4721 Pine Hill Road 

Albion, New York  14411 

N.Y.S.A.C.C.M.E. 
New York State Association of County 

Coroners and Medical Examiners 

We’re on the web!! 

www.nysaccme.org 

CORONER 101 - FEBRUARY 8, 2020 
SPRING 2020 CONFERENCE - MARCH 20-22, 2020  

President’s Message by  Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP 

Chief Coroner—Orleans County, New York 

True or False?  Only the wealthy can make  
a significant gift to NYSACCME. 

FALSE! Interestingly, the 
wealthy are less likely than 
others to give.  Many of our 
supporters are not wealthy, 
but are interested in making 
a sizeable donation to sup-
port NYSACCME and it’s 
efforts in Medico-Legal 
Death Investigation Educa-
tion.  But to be practical, 
they must maintain their cur-
rent income and cash flow 
levels.  They want to give, 
but aren’t sure how to give 
wisely.  A planned gift to 

NYSACCME is a wonderful 
way to make a difference in 
the Educational efforts of 
your organization while also 
enhancing your own finan-
cial and estate plans.  Be-
quests, trusts, gifts of life 
insurance, and retirement 
assets—these giving vehicles 
can benefit you regardless of 
your level of wealth.  And, 
with a planned gift, you will 
have the satisfaction of 
knowing that you have truly 
made a difference in the fu-

ture of Forensic Science.  
Why not remember NYSAC-
CME in your will or estate 
planning or with an outright 
donation now, to ensure that 
your interests in NYSAC-
CME will endure through the 
years.  Your attorney and/or 
financial advisor can help you 
with the options available to 
you.    NYSACCME is a Not-
for-Profit Organization and 
your gift is tax deductible.  
Thank you.  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
 I welcome you to 2020 wishing my NYSACCME family health, 
prosperity and good-will in this new year.  My hope is that all of 
you received many blessings during the year-end holidays and 
together, we can look back and reflect upon what differences we’ve 
made and if we didn’t, why didn’t we. 
 Our professional lives sometimes take control of our human 
emotions which during investigations is a positive.  What turns it 
into a negative is when we bottle those emotions up and let them 
fester and build with other pent-up feelings.  That’s never good for 
us and moreover, isn’t good for others who may unknowingly 
become the recipient of a random unloading of those emotions and 
feelings.  I’m one of those people who tend to compartmentalize 
those feelings and emotions.  After all, I’m a male and I’m sup-
posed to be stoic and strong.  I’m supposed to let others ‘dump’ on 
me and provide me the opportunity to offer guidance, advice and 
comfort.  I don’t mind being in that role, it’s why I do what I 
do…it’s a force within me that provides me comfort as well. 
 On occasion, I’ve had the opportunity to unexpectedly ‘dump’ 
my emotions for no apparent reason and randomly at no particular 
time.  Today was one of those days.  After a particularly busy week 
at the Funeral Home and with a busier than normal week at the 
Pet Crematory my family owns, and with the endless practice time 
and rehearsals I must partake in as a church musician, I was rather 
cranky and impatient.  Being stressed is just something I (as well 
as many of you) deal with on a daily basis and push through as I 
go about my day.  I’m constantly being reminded by a dear friend 
to exercise patience…which on days like today is highly impracti-
cal.  I went to a local registrar to obtain some death certificate 
copies for a family and as I stood at the counter complaining about 
the various issues I was experiencing, she placed the most beauti-
ful 11- week old golden retriever puppy on the counter.  I asked 
his name, she told me…I gently spoke his name and he came 
over to me and licked my face and wagged his tail as he leaned 
into my face.  For no apparent reason, I unexpectedly began to 
cry…tears running down my face as I smiled and hugged the 
puppy.  I choked out the words, “What the hell is happening?” as 
the clerk smiled and shrugged her shoulders.  With the warmth of a 
wagging tail, a wet slobbery licking of a cheek and the addictive 
and comforting scent of ‘puppy breath’, this loving creature man-
aged to change a surly middle-aged man in a foul mood into a 
crying, smiling, grateful soul…forgetting for a moment, the prob-

lems and challenges of daily life in today’s world.  It appears 
that the dog listened to me grousing about my day and heard 
that I needed some attitude adjustment.  It did so without saying 
a word, but by showing kindness, comfort and unconditional love 
to me…a complete stranger.  The dog exhibited more compas-
sion to me than most people show other people.  What a differ-
ence that puppy made in my day. 
 That difference, so easy to make with minimal effort, is 
something which we often provide unknowingly.  That difference 
is something which we should strive to provide because it can 
mean so much to the families we deal with.  Hearing the con-
cerns of those families, not just listening to them…is something 
which may take patience on our part, but in the end will provide 
a priceless opportunity to help them get through one of the worst 
times in their lives.  As I write this, I’m grateful for the lessons 
I’ve learned over the 29 years I’ve been in Office.  I’m thankful 
to each family whom I’ve been privileged to assist in their time 
of need and I’m so honored to have walked through part of their 
grief journey with them.  I’m indebted to my dear friend who has 
taught me that sometimes I have to seriously work at being 
patient, but that when I am patient, it’s a game changer…
especially in emotionally charged situations.  And, I’m eternally 
grateful for that puppy who taught me, by listening to people is 
always a good thing, but hearing what they are saying is more 
important.   
 In this New Year, may we all benefit from the gifts we can 
share with each other.  May we serve our families to the best of 
our abilities to find answers which will help them move forward 
in life after the worst has happened.  And may we all learn to 
take a step back, think be-
fore we speak, and endeavor 
to find answers to complicat-
ed questions and situa-
tions…using compassion, 
love, understanding, wisdom 
and most of all…. patience. 
Happy New Year! 
Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP,  
D-ABMDI 
President-NYSACCME   
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME? 
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees 
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation 
Creditability when involved in court cases 
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals 
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques 
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind 

case that leaves you grasping for straws 
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique 

that can be passed on to others who don’t know 
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences 
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,  
 Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys 

 
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO: 
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies 
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with  
 NYSACCME 
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences 
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medi-

cal Examiners 
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers 
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement) 
Students 
 

Membership is effective from January to December.  Yearly membership dues are made payable 
to NYSACCME.  Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org  

FYI 

State of NY, as well as County 

and Local governments for the 

death investigators.  By organiz-

ing Coroners and Medical Ex-

aminers throughout the State, 

we support promulgation of 

standards for death investiga-

tion.  We hope to maintain a 

greater quality of death investi-

gation by accrediting our mem-

bership via training, and we 

The Mission and Goals of the 

NYSACCME are to assist in 

advancement of Forensic Sci-

ence and its application to 

death investigation by providing 

education to those who interact  

during a death investigation.  

We strive for the improvement 

of quality in death investiga-

tions in NY State and the ad-

vancement of support by the 

strive to assist with the writing 

of new laws and/or changing of 

old laws by maintaining liaison 

with legislative bodies, repre-

sentatives, and the State DOH. 

We are ACTIVISTS for Foren-

sic Science. 

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT 

From the East                                                                                  
I-90 W to I-81 N, EXIT 36. Take NY-13 exit, EXIT 36, toward Pu-
laski. Turn right onto NY-13/S Rome Rd. Slight left onto Pulaski St. 

From the West 
I-90 E to I-81 N. Take NY-13 exit, EXIT 36, toward Pulaski. Turn right onto NY-13/S Rome Rd. 
Slight left onto Pulaski St. 

From the North 
I-81 South to EXIT 36 toward Pulaski. Left on Maple Ave/County Hwy-2. Take 1st right onto County 
Route 2A/County Hwy 2A. Left on State Route 13/NY-13. Slight left onto Pulaski St 
 
From the South 
I-81 N, Take NY-13 exit, EXIT 36, toward Pulaski. Turn right onto NY-13/S Rome Rd. Slight left onto 
Pulaski St. 

Spring 2020 Conference 
 March 20-22       Tailwater Lodge, Altmar, NY 

“WATER RECREATION INJURIES AND DEATHS” 

CONFERENCE HOSTS:  Oswego County Coroner’s Office 
Presented in the conference will be various topics on casualties associated with a multitude of water sports, 

some traditional and some downright creative.  Water rescue teams, firemen and first responders will be re-

cruited as well to give you a totally different prospective to rescue and recovery practices employed in remote 

areas of Upstate New York.  There will be an in-depth case analysis and discussion regarding a drowning 

homicide that occurred in nearby Lake Ontario.  Aquatic death expert Andrea Zaferes, who assisted with that 

investigation, will help lead a panel presentation.  Variables that affect physiologic response as well as com-

mon sense will be addressed, from environmental extremes to crystal methamphetamine made in our local 

home laboratories.  Cabot Stone, an international instructor on Wilderness Medicine will present on some of 

the local hazards presented by Mother Nature herself, to include snakes, spiders and nocturnal mammals car-

rying rabies. 
Please mark your calendar for this conference and bring your burly boots, jeans and flannel shirts, as some of 

the instruction will be outside.  

NYSACCME SEEKING MEMBER of American Academy of Family Physicians 

Our association is in need of a Physician who belongs to AAFP that would be interested 
in taking on a special role in NYSACCME as the Coordinator of AAFP CEUs that we of-
fer at our Spring and Fall Conferences.  A complete schedule of presenters and topic de-
scriptions are provided that need to be submitted to AAFP for their application process 
to approve our AAFP Prescribed Credits.  This process takes place in April for the Fall 
Conference and October for the Spring Conference.   If interested, please contact the NY-
SACCME Office, nysaccme@rochester.rr.com or Scott Schmidt, President, 
sschmidt6278@yahoo.com. 

Tailwater Lodge - 52 Pulaski St, Altmar, NY 13302  

NOTE:  Conference Schedule was not available for this mailing, however, will be posted 
on our website.  

http://www.nysaccme.org
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SUNSHINE FUND 
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund.  It is money raised in a special raffle following the 
dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends.  The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSAC-
CME members in order to raise money for special things.  These special things are meant to provide some Sunshine 
into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal.  The Sunshine Fund is used to send memorial 
donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or someone in their families.  The fund is 
used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s been ill, had surgery, been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of 
an unexpected pick-me-up.  The Sunshine Fund is also used to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our 
‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening.  The Sunshine Fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSAC-
CME.  The fund is managed by one of our Special Board Members, Joan Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Dona-
tion Community.  She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the information we receive regarding 
the situation at hand.  She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need.  SHE NEEDS YOU to contact any 
NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need.  This is such an important function behind the 
scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization.  Please re-
member to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund.  Perhaps something unique 
to your region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate.  We’ve had some outstanding 
offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication 
which has been going on between the membership and Joan.  Keep up the good work! 

LOOKING AHEAD TO… Fall 2020 Conference 
HOSTED BY: Jennifer J Prutsman-Pfeiffer, Wyoming County Coroner  

The NYSACCME Fall 2020 Conference will be held on September 18 - 20 at the rustic Tailwater Lodge in 

Altmar, NY. 

It is time for the conference topic to circle back around to….drum roll please….ANTHROPOLOGY!  Col-

leen Milligan from California State University at Chico will be presenting her professional and personal expe-

rience on the response and recovery after the decimating 2018 Paradise Fire in California, and research on the 

recovery of remains from fluvial contexts.  Scott Warnasch is a forensic archaeologist and worked at the New 

York City Office of the Medical Examiner during and in the years after the World Trade Center collapse, and 

will talk about forensic archaeology of human remains.  Scott will also give a presentation on The Woman in 

the Iron Coffin (recently featured in a PBS Documentary) a historic burial that was initially thought forensic, 

and stories of unclaimed human remains and pauper burials. Presentations are still in the works and other 

topics will have a pathology flare.  

Please mark your calendars for the NYSACCME Fall 2020 Conference and see you at the Tailwater Lodge!   

JUST ANOTHER JOB…. 
Death Investigators, I see you. 
To the death investigator missing your son’s soccer game for the third week in a row, I see you. 
To the death investigator standing in the freezing cold for three hours at an accident scene, I see 
you. 
To the death investigator waking up shaking, having nightmares about your last scene, I see you. 
To the death investigator knocking on a door at 03:00 to give a family the worst news of their 
lives, I see you. 
To the death investigator pulling away from a scene but just around the block, out of view - so you 
can cry for a while, I see you. 
To the death investigator looking for evidence in a filthy drug house while trying not to be stuck by 
a dirty needle, I see you. 
To the death investigator called to an ER scene, interviewing a family that prayed their loved one 
would survive, I see you. 
To the death investigator attempting to maintain composure as you stand questioning parents 
about the sudden death of their infant and having to ask them to place the doll in the position in 
which they last saw their child alive, I see you. 
To the death investigator searching for a young person’s Facebook profile in an attempting to get 
a tiny glimpse of the lives you’re about to destroy with your notification, I see you. 
To the death investigator being told time and time again how “awesome” your job must be, know-
ing people have NO idea, I see you. 
To the death investigator dealing with the most tragic of events, day after day, I see you. 
To the death investigator, almost always forgotten, and rarely thanked, I see you. 
To the death investigator putting your heart and soul into your job, to find truth, provide dignity 
and help families navigate the worst days of their lives, I see you. 
We stand together, but often alone. 
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SAVE THE DATES 
Coroner 101 2020 - February 8 - Syracuse 

Spring 2020 Conference - March 20-22 - Altmar, NY  

Fall 2020 Conference - September 18-20 - Altmar , NY 

SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE 

SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE 

NMS Labs 
Lions Eye Bank 

… for your sponsorship at our Fall 2019 Conference 

THANK YOU 

ACCREDITATION POLICY 
Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active mem-
ber in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year.  Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational ac-
creditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses. 
 
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education.  
To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be in NY-
SACCME sponsored training courses. 
 
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows: 
 

   A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program 
 

B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local 
      Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with 
      appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board. 

 
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and 
      evaluated by the Accreditation Board.  This can include college and other  
      formal course work. 
 

SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Robert F. Waltman at the address below. 
If you have questions, contact:   Robert F. Waltman 

                                                       P.O. Box 24 Dansville, NY 14437-0247 
                                                       email: quincy980@AOL.com 
                                                       cell: (585) 738-3388 

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE:  www.nysaccme.org 

Why Are You a NYSACCME Member? 
 Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of as an opportunity to learn a little and have a party week-
end on the County nickel.  With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going by the wayside for 
many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend have either passed-on, been elect-
ed out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County won’t pay for it, they don’t need it.  NYSACCME itself has 
cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely grateful to have many generous sponsors over the 
years to cover coffee breaks, cocktail hours, and hospitality suites.  Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have con-
summate professionals who lecture FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting edge knowledge in 
our field.  We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attending BOTH our conferences each 
year, and paying for their membership and conference registration ON THEIR OWN.  
 We continue to attract new members by providing top-flight lectures and educational conferences with the latest and 
most up-to-date information available in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science. Assembly 
Bill A5780A passed on August 21, 2017, mandating that newly elected or appointed Coroners take a basic class 
providing training in Medicolegal Death Investigation.  We remain the only entity in NY State providing ANY TYPE of 
education in the aforementioned areas.  With the new requirement regarding certification of individuals and Offices by 
NAME and/or ABMDI, and with NYSACCME offering CEU credits which are accepted by ABMDI and AAFP, we expect 
to see a continued growth in membership. 
 Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for training for all the 
Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal Death Investigators in the County.  A membership in NYSACCME can 
accomplish so much and attending at least one conference a year will go far with regards to credibility and background in 
any legal proceedings.  Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respective discipline is hard 
to defeat in a courtroom.  
 Law Enforcement, Fire and EMS personnel, morgue attendants, investigators, physicians, technicians, OPO employees 
as well as people from the Legal community and anyone and everyone involved with a death investigation are eligible to 
become members of NYSACCME.  Perhaps join as a “group” allowing alternating people from a particular office to at-
tend under the 'office membership umbrella'.  Cost is the same for individual membership, but the ability to rotate staff to 
conference is priceless. 
 In order to be a voting member, you must be a sitting Medical Examiner or Coroner.  All other benefits remain the 
same.   

Coroners Store ONLINE ! 

We are partnering with All Star Sports of Owego, NY to offer an online Coroners Store. 
 
The store will be available online from the 1

st
 thru the 15

th
 of each month.  After the store closes on the 

15
th
 of the month your ordered items will be prepared and shipped. 

 
It works like this: 

• Enter in your internet browser:  NYSACCME.itemorder.com or go to NYSACCME website and click 
   on Coroners Store (ONLINE)  

• DO NOT use http:// nor www 

• Browse through the items 

• Click on any item for details, description and options 

• Simply choose the color, size, quantity and options 

• The term: Medical Examiner or another title of your choosing can be substituted for the title 

     CORONER on garments and items. Please specify your choice of wording. 
  You can order and pay online with a credit card. 
 
The store was developed with a sampling of items which we thought might be of interest to our mem-
bers. If there are item(s) that you are interested in, that do not appear in the store, you can contact Joe 
Sr. at All Star Sports 607-687-4928 to check availability and request inclusion. 
 
Remember this is a new initiative to try to meet the needs of our members, please give us feedback on 
what you like and what you don't like so that we can continue to improve the process and the offering. 
Thank you! 
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Michael E. Parrow Sr, 65 retired Troy Police Department Detective Ser-

geant, passed away on Sunday October 13, 2019. 

Born and raised in Troy, he was the son of the late James Parrow and Lois 

Evans Parrow and the loving husband of 40 years to Susan Carpentier Par-

row.  

After graduating from LaSalle Institute in 1973 Michael wasted no time 

starting his life as a public servant. Immediately enlisting in the United 

States Army in June of '73 Michael served in the Vietnam Conflict, and 

spent many years serving his country in Europe, while there he attended 

University of Maryland Europe. Michael return home in 1976 only leading 

him onto his next calling in life with the Rensselaer County Sheriffs Depart-

ment after 7 proud years with the Sheriff's department Michael joined the 

Troy Police Department in 1983.  Mike's accomplishments throughout his tenure with the TPD were countless, he 

received the Silver Shield, the John J. Givney "Officer of the year" award. He served as everything from a patrol-

man, to evidence technician, was promoted to sergeant in 2003 and assigned to detective bureau in 2005 where he 

spent his career until his retirement in March of 2018. Although Michael was retiring from the Police Department 

he didn't walk away from the life he loved and was so proud of, he remained actively employed with the Rensse-

laer County Health Department as a Medicolegal Death Investigator where he was best known as "Doctor Death" 

right up until the day God called him home.  

Mike didn't just serve his community in law enforcement, there wasn't a field in Lansingburgh you couldn't find 

him on whether it be Little League or Pop Warner, Mike was there, coaching, running chains, administering, or 

simply giving kids a ride to and from practice, he was there. Mike spent many years serving as the President of 

Capital District Pop Warner, and until October 13th was an active member of the Eastern Region Staff.  Through-

out his time on region staff Mike made many lifelong friends that will forever occupy a special place in his heart. 

In addition to his wife Susan, he is survived by his children Michael (Morgan) Parrow, of Orlando FL, Alison 

(Tim) Dennin of Troy and Josh Parrow of Troy, and the Proud "Poppi" of Remi and Maddox Dennin. 

Michael is also survived by his sister n law Diana McClure, his nephews Michael (Adeline) Morris, Jeremiah 

(Jill) Morris and David (Kelly) McClure, and Michelle Bricker.  

Michael was predeceased by his brother James Parrow and his niece Diana Morris. 

Family and friends were invited to call Thursday October 17, 2019 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm at McLoughlin & 

Mason Funeral Home, Lansingburgh. Funeral mass was held on Friday October 18, 2019 at St. Augustine’s 

Church, Troy. Burial with military honors followed at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

Michael E. Parrow Sr. 
October 3, 1954 - October 13, 2019 NYSACCME OFFICERS &  BOARD of DIRECTORS  

 

An election was be held at the Fall 2019 Conference at the Crowne Plaza in White Plains at the Busi-

ness Meeting on Saturday, September 21st to fill Officers (2-yr term) and Board of Directors (4-yr 

term) positions.  The Special Directors (2-yr term) of Board Members representing the Medical Inves-

tigators and Organ Procurement Organizations as well as the Funeral Service Industry were also ap-

pointed.   Candidates are elected or appointed Coroners or Medical Examiners and have been an active 

member of NYSACCME for a minimum of one (1) year. 

 

The following is the slate of re-elected officials: 

 

Board Officers: 

  Scott Schmidt, President 

  Robert Cole, MD, 1st VP 

  Robert Waltman, 2nd VP 

  Richard Tesoriero, DC, Secretary / Treasurer 

 

Board of Directors: 

  Brian May, (Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Niagara, Steuben) 

  John Prindle, MD, At-Large 

  Jennifer Prutsman-Pfeiffer, PhD, (Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Orleans,  Wyoming) 

    Michael Speer, At-Large, (Dutchess, Nassau, New York City, Orange, Putnam,    

    Rockland, Suffolk, Sullivan, Ulster, Westchester) 

    Michael Sikirica, MD, (Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Schenectady,     

    Schoharie) 

    Robert Bready, Special Director, Medical Investigator Rep, Presidential Appointment 

    Joan Burke, Special Director, Organ Procurement Rep, Presidential Appointment 

 

The Board meets four (4) times a year, once on the Friday preceding each conference in the Spring 

and Fall and two other times in January and June at the Onondaga County Medical Examiner’s Office 

in Syracuse. 

 

The Board of NYSACCME is a special family within a family of NYSACCME members and have 

always put the best interest of the organization in the forefront of any issue that has come before it.  

They are a dynamic group of individuals who aren’t afraid to share ideas, to suggest new things, and 

to disagree politely and professionally when something controversial comes up for discussion.  If a 

Board member misses more than two (2) consecutive meetings without giving notice to Susan or the 

President, they can be removed from office per the By-Laws.   
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 Many of you know those words are from 1 Corinthians 15:52 and subsequent verses of that chapter are the text which 

weaves through one of the great Aria’s in Handel’s Messiah, “The Trumpet Shall Sound”.  It’s a joyous piece within a magnifi-

cent musical work composed by one of the greatest musical masters of all time.  Right now, I use the verse not for joy, but for a 

reality check and for a somber remembrance of one of our NYSACCME family who left us suddenly. 

 Amidst all the last minute changes, the confusion of changing entire conference venue 2 weeks prior to its beginning and the 

mass hysteria of re-booking that same conference at an entirely new venue an hour away from the original, we managed to 

have a very successful and informative weekend in White Plains.  Our ‘family’ came together from top to bottom and rolled with 

the changes like it was an everyday happening.  Our Administrative Assistant, Susan Ernst, did a miraculous job at seamlessly 

re-planning an entire conference package in a mere 4 days via phone and in-person negotiations.  Things went off, for all in-

tents and purposes, as planned.   

 It was great to visit with our regular, every-conference attendee and also meet some new ‘family members’ as there were 

many new faces this time.  I had the occasion to visit with long-time NYSACCME family member and Coroner 101 instructor 

Mike Parrow for a while during the weekend…which is always a great time because he is constantly telling a joke, a story or 

making entertaining conversation.  Mike had just retired after 30+ years as a law enforcement officer with the Troy Police De-

partment as a Detective Sergeant as well as instructor for several Police Academies.  He told me he was going to miss it, but 

looked forward to putting more effort into being a Medicolegal Death Investigator with the Rensselaer County Medical Examin-

er’s Office and Dr. Sikirica. 

 Mike was also the first person to volunteer to teach part of our annual Coroner 101 class…and brought humor and laughter 

to his presentation on how to help the police and how to let them help you in your death investigations.  At conference, he had 

given me a thumb drive with his presentation from last year on it and told me that I could share it with the person who I chose to 

present that lecture this year.   

 I was deeply shocked and saddened to receive a text on Monday, October 14 th alerting me that Mike had suddenly died on 

the 13th….just a month after conference.  It was almost too crazy to believe, but it was true.  Our friend, our colleague, our fami-

ly member who was just with us celebrating the comradery of our family members…colleagues…friends, had suddenly left us 

without warning.   

 Truly, there is now a void in my heart, as I’ve lost a friend.  There’s a void in NYSACCME as I’ve lost a family member and 

fine colleague who cared deeply about the sharing of information for the greater good of death investigation, but also for the 

betterment of each of us as death investigators.  He did it with such passion, with such a great sense of humor and with such 

zeal.  It’s hard to believe he’s gone, but his infectious laugh and perpetual smile will continue to be ever-present in my mind and 

his friendship will remain with me in perpetuity.  “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 

sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  We have been changed, Mike…thank you for 

your positive influence on your NYSACCME family. God bless, God’s speed, and may you rest in peace. 

“In a Moment, in the Twinkling of  an Eye” 
By Scott M. Schmidt 

Coroner's tribute to teen who saved six lives by 

donating organs after fatal skateboard fall  

 ‘Much-loved’ Max Hamilton, 19, was described as a ‘very good 
skater’ but came off his board as he skated down a steep street, 
hitting his head on July 27. The carpenter from Plymouth, Devon, 
was rushed to hospital but had suffered a traumatic brain injury in 
the fall and didn’t recover. 

 An inquest into his death heard how Max's death was the result 
of an accident, but the coroner noted how the brave teenager  has 
saved six lives by donating his organs. Senior coroner Ian Arrow 
concluded Max died from a traumatic brain injury and the cause of 
his death was accidental. 

Max Hamilton has saved six lives by 
donating his organs (SWNS) 

 His mum Tracey Swan, who paid tribute to her 'beautiful 
son' after the inquest in Plymouth. (SWNS) The fact Max had 
been drinking with friends shortly before the accident was not 
considered a factor in his death. 
 Addressing Max's family at Plymouth coroner’s court, Mr. 
Arrow said: "I am satisfied his medical cause of death should 
be recorded as traumatic brain injury. "How he suffered that 
traumatic brain injury - it appears to me, Max, was a very keen 

skateboarder, he obviously enjoyed skateboarding, immensely. "And it appears to me, he and his friends have had a 
pleasant day, at a national event. "They have decided to go out for a drink, had several drinks, and then decided to 
skateboard down Greenbank Road. Sadly, it appears Max has fallen from his skateboard and has suffered an injury 
to his head. 

"I am going to record this was an acci-
dental death. Had he not fallen from his 
skateboard, he wouldn't have died." Mr. 
Arrow added: "I would just like to take the 
opportunity to offer my condolences to 
the family - I am so sorry to hear of Max's 
death. "I first heard of the incident 
through the (organ) transplant co-
ordinator, and I take the opportunity to 
pay tribute to the number of lives he 
would have saved." 

His mother, Tracey Swan, said that one 
lady who was saved by a liver donation 
had been in touch with the family to say 
thank you. 

The hearing at Plymouth's coroner's court was told how Max had competed in a national skateboarding event with 
fellow riders the evening before the fatal accident.  

Speaking after the hearing, Tracey added: "He was a prominent member of the community, he was loved, he was a 
beautiful son." 

Counties applaud governor’s signing of opioid overdose bill 
Press Release, New York State Association of Counties 

 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo recently signed legislation (S.1668/A.4915) requiring that death certifi-
cates in cases of opioid overdose specify which opioid was involved in the death, if known. This new law 
requires that information be recorded so that more data will be available to better address the opioid cri-
sis. 
 “New York continues to confront the opioid epidemic in all corners of the state,” said Stephen J. Ac-
quario, executive director of the New York State Association of Counties. “Toxicology results take an in-
ordinate amount of time to review. This new law will help county coroners and medical examiners pin 
down the cause of death with more specificity than the general classification of ‘drug overdose.’” 
 “Law enforcement efforts to track opioid suppliers have improved, and this new statute will further as-
sist in identifying suppliers of the opiates that led to an overdose. Governor Cuomo and state legislators 
continue to implement smart government policies to prevent the distribution of illegal opiates.” 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/teenager-saves-six-lives-through-organ-donation-after-dying-in-tragic-skateboarding-accident-104032734.html
https://orleanshub.com/counties-applaud-governors-signing-of-opioid-overdose-bill/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/s1668

