
 Let me extend a belated, heart

-felt and warm Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukkah, Festivus (or 

whatever Joyful Holiday you cele-

brate at this time of year) to you 

and your family.  I hope you and 

your family shared some special 

memories, and perhaps created 

some new ones to reflect upon and 

pass down for years to come. 

 NYSACCME had a busy year not 

only in the everyday operations of 

the Association, but in extra-

curricular activities which kept 

yours truly, some Board Members 

and our Administrative Assistant 

extremely busy.  In addition to 

putting on two highly successful 

and informative Educational Week-

end Conferences, we took part in 

several high-level discussions 

regarding Legislation spanning the 

spectrum from Mandatory Epilepsy 

Testing for every person that dies 

with an initial undetermined cause 

of death. Several of us also at-

tended a joint presentation/

training with the NYS Funeral Direc-

tors Association Family Assistance 

Team on the Role of the NTSB dur-

ing and after a Mass Fatality Inci-

dent.  I personally had a meeting 

with Senator Rob Ortt in Albany to 

once again ask him to introduce a 

Bill which would require some 

minimum training for newly 

elected Coroners.  And finally sev-

eral of the Board members, offi-

cers and some NYSACCME members 

attending and participated in the 

funeral of NYSACCME member 

Barry Miller, who was killed in an 

MVA while responding on an ambu-

lance to an emergency call.  It was 

an honor for me to speak briefly at 

this service and to share some 

words about Barry from the NYSAC-

CME perspective.   

 It takes all kinds of people and 

personalities to make any organi-

zation function properly.  Although 

Barry had only been a member for 

the past 4 years, his impact on 

NYSACCME as a whole was stellar.  

From the first time he appeared at 

our last Coroner 101 class and 

became our un-official IT Techni-

cian, his friendly disposition and 

his overwhelming desire to help 

was second to none.  As recently as 

our last Conference, Barry pro-

vided us with a “go-bag” full of 

computer equipment and supplies 

to help lessen any further com-

puter issues during presentations 

at conference.  Our Conference 

ended on Sunday and Barry died 

the following Wednesday.  We 

mourn is death, we cherish his 

devotion to his community and his 

love to personal interaction with 

people, and we pray for and with 

his family that he is continuing his 

good works in the life eternal 

which he now enjoys.  His obituary 

appears later in this newsletter.  In 

that obituary, I’ve added a link at 

the bottom should you want to see 

a wonderful video tribute which 

was put together to give you a 

glimpse into the man that was 

Barry Miller. 

 NYSACCME is blessed to have 

dozens of “Barry Miller-types” and 

I am thankful for each and every 

one of you!  Please, always step 

forward to offer insight to a better 

way of doing things.  Fill out your 

surveys…not maliciously, but 

honestly…as we truly do read 

them and take your comments 

seriously.  Consider hosting a con-

ference!  You DO NOT have to be a 

Board Member or an Officer to host 

a conference.  And if you’re inter-

ested in a position which may open 

up periodically on the Board of 

Directors, let one of us know by 

submitting a letter of interest to 

our Administrative Assistant, Susan 

Ernst so she may pass it along to 

our Nominating Committee for 

consideration.  NYSACCME is truly a 

special family and we continue to 

grow.  We are always looking for 

new family members because the 

more, the merrier! 

 From my family to yours, per-

sonally and professionally, may 

you enjoy the best of 2016 both in 

health and prosperity of all kinds.  

May we see each other frequently 

at Conference weekends, and 

hopefully socially at happy events.  

And if the occasion occurs where 

we need to gather in support of 

one another, may you always know 

that your NYSACCME family will be 

there for that support. 

 

Fondly, 

Scott  
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Show me the 
manner in which 
a nation or com-
munity cares for 

its dead and I 
will measure 

with           
mathematical  
exactness the 

tender             
sympathies of 

its people, their   
respect for the 
law of the land 

and their loyalty 
to high ideals. 
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BUSINESS OFFICE 

4721 Pine Hill Road 

Albion, New York  14411 

N.Y.S.A.C.C.M.E. 
New York State Association of County 

Coroners and Medical Examiners 

We’re on the web!! 

www.nysaccme.org 

SPRING 2016 CONFERENCE - MARCH 18 - 20, 2016 

CORONER 101 - MARCH 18, 2016  

President’s Message by  Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP 

Chief Coroner—Orleans County, New York 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

SAVE THE DATES 
Spring 2016 Conference - March 18-20 - Watkins Glen 
Fall 2016 Conference - September 16-18 - Ellicottville 
Spring 2017 Conference - March 17-19 - Syracuse 
Fall 2017 Conference - September 15-17 - TBD 

SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE 
SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE 

True or False?  Only the wealthy can make  

a significant gift to NYSACCME. 

FALSE! Interestingly, the 
wealthy are less likely than oth-
ers to give.  Many of our sup-
porters are not wealthy, but are 
interested in making a sizeable 
donation to support NYSAC-
CME and it’s efforts in Medico-
Legal Death Investigation Edu-
cation.  But to be practical, they 
must maintain their current 
income and cash flow levels.  
They want to give, but aren’t 
sure how to give wisely.  A 
planned gift to NYSACCME is 

a wonderful way to make a dif-
ference in the Educational ef-
forts of your organization while 
also enhancing your own finan-
cial and estate plans.  Bequests, 
trusts, gifts of life insurance, 
and retirement assets—these 
giving vehicles can benefit you 
regardless of your level of 
wealth.  And, with a planned 
gift, you will have the satisfac-
tion of knowing that you have 
truly made a difference in the 
future of Forensic Science.  

Why not remember NYSAC-
CME in your will or estate plan-
ning or with an outright dona-
tion now, to ensure that your 
interests in NYSACCME will 
endure through the years.  Your 
attorney and/or financial advisor 
can help you with the options 
available to you.    NYSACCME 
is a Not-for-Profit Organization 
and your gift is tax deductible.  
Thank you.  
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ACCREDITATION POLICY 
Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active 
member in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year.  Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educa-
tional accreditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses. 
 
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing educa-
tion.  To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be 
in NYSACCME sponsored training courses. 
 
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows: 
 

   A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program 
 

B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local 
      Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with 
      appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board. 

 
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and 
      evaluated by the Accreditation Board.  This can include college and other  
      formal course work. 
 

SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Dr. Borzell at the address below. 
If you have questions, contact:   Blanche A. Borzell, M.D.  

801 N. Decatur Street     Watkins Glen, NY 14891 
                                       email:  bborzell@stny.rr.com 
                                       office: 607-535-9222     cell: 607-275-7882 
FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE:  www.nysaccme.org 

Why Are You a NYSACCME Member? 
Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of an opportunity to learn a little and have a party 
weekend on the County nickel.  With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going 
by the wayside for many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend have 
either passed-on, been elected out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County won’t pay for it, they 
don’t need it.  NYSACCME itself has cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely 
blessed to have had many generous sponsors over the years to cover cocktail hours, breakfasts, coffee breaks, 
and hospitality suites.  Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have had and continue to have consummate 
professional who lecture to us FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting edge 
knowledge in our field.  We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attended 
BOTH educational conference each year, and most paying for their membership and conference registration 
ON THEIR OWN.  We continue to attract new members, we continue to provide top-flight lectures and 
educational conferences to provide our membership with the latest and most up-to-date information available 
in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science.  As we still fight the Legislative fight to 
require some minimal training to newly elected Coroners, we remain the only entity in NY State providing 
ANY TYPE of education in the aforementioned areas.  Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they in-
clude money in their respective budgets for training for all the Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal 
Death Investigators in the County.  A membership in NYSACCME can accomplish so much and attending at 
least one conference a year will go so far with regards to credibility and background in any legal proceedings.  
Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respective discipline is hard to defeat 
in a courtroom. Download a Membership Application and pass it along to your colleagues and County leaders 
for consideration today! 

SPRING 2016 CONFERENCE 
by Blanche Borzell, MD 

“DEATH BY FIRE” 
  NYSACCME’S SPRING CONFERENCE  will be 

held in Watkins Glen on March 18 to 20 at the Watkins 

Glen Harbor Hotel at the southern end of Seneca Lake. 
 A highlight of the conference will be a live room 

burn at the nearby New York State Academy of Fire 

Science.  Participants will observe what happens in a 

live fire from ignition to total involvement. 
New York State Fire Academy instructors will then re-

view fire dynamics and demonstrate burn patterns 
produced by the fire.  This is a unique opportunity as 

this is the only laboratory of its kind in the state of New 

York. 
 Participants should wear appropriate clothing for 

outdoor conditions in March.  The observation area is 

paved and will be cleared of any precipitation, but non-

slip shoes or boots are recommended. 
 Speakers at the conference are outstanding in their 

areas of expertise and the scheduled lectures are geared 

to dealing with the difficult and typical issues related to 

fatal fire investigations. 
 A couple of perks lined up include a 10% discount at 

the popular Famous Brands store in downtown Watkins 

Glen to conference attendees who just need to show 

their badges.  Lakewood Vineyards will provide cou-

pons for a free wine tasting and 10% off any wine pur-

chases.  This winery is the first winery you encounter 

driving out of the Glen on State Route 14 North. 
 Hope to see you all at 

the Glen in March!! 

From The West  

* Take 1-90E New York State Thruway towards Albany * 

Take exit 42 Geneva/Lyons towards RT-14 (drive for 0.5 

miles) * Turn slight right onto RT-14 heading south (drive 

for 5.9 miles) * Turn left onto Main Street and stay on RT-

14 (drive for 34.6 miles) * Continue to Franklin Street  

From the East Albany  

* I-90West towards Buffalo * Merge onto I-88 via exit 

25A Schenectady/Binghamton/Rt-7 * I-88 W becomes I-

81 south * Merge onto NY RT-17W toward 

Owego/Elmira * Take exit number 52B towards Watkins 

Glen/RT-14N (drive for 0.3 miles) * Turn left onto CR-

64W (drive for 0.1 miles) * Turn slight right to get on an 

access street heading Northwest (drive for 0.2 miles) * Go 

straight on RT-14N (drive for 16.5 miles) * Continue to 

Franklin Street  

THANK YOU 
As President of NYSACCME, you've heard me say and have seen 
what I've written with regards to NYSACCME being a special 
family.  When my mother passed away on October 5, 2015 she 
was surrounded by her nuclear and extended family.  It was an 
experience that while difficult to venture through, is one that 
brings people closer and creates an everlasting bond...even as we 
say good-bye.  Our family was no different.  For 11 days, we 
celebrated my mother's life around her and with her.  We 
laughed, we partied, we cried, and we argued...we did everything 
a family does when they are together.  We celebrated her life with 
a period of traditional calling hours followed the next day by a 
church service designed to be a celebration, not a mournful 
time.  It was wonderful to remember my mom in a good way, in a 
happy way, and in a loving way with many of our friends and fam-
ily present at some point or another throughout those days.  I 
want to personally thank my NYSACCME family for all the cards, 
letters, phone calls, personal visits, and 'Sunshine' which was sent 
to me and my family from all of you.  There are no words that 
express the support, love and comfort which I received from each 
and every gesture.  I truly do consider NYSACCME part of my 
family and on behalf of the entire Schmidt/Dyte Clan, thank you 
so much for all you did to support us during our time of loss. 
Fondly, 
Scott Schmidt 

mailto:bborzell@stny.rr.com


Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 16                                                     Winter 2016 Page 6 Volume 1, Issue 16                                                   Winter 2016 

SUNSHINE FUND 
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund.  It is money raised in a special raffle following the dinner 
meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends.  The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSACCME members in 
order to raise money for special things.  These special things are meant to provide some Sunshine into the lives of our members 
when circumstances are less than normal.  The Sunshine Fund is used to send memorial donations to various charities when a 
death occurs to one of our members or someone in their families.  The fund is used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s 
been ill, had surgery, been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of an unexpected pick-me-up.  The Sunshine Fund is also 
used to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our ‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening.  The 
Sunshine Fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSACCME.  The fund is managed one of our Special Board Members, Joan 
Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Donation Community.  She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the 
information we receive regarding the situation at hand.  She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need.  SHE 
NEEDS YOU to contact any NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need.  This is such an important 
function behind the scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization.  
Please remember to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund.  Perhaps something unique 
to your region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate.  We’ve had some outstanding offerings at 
the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication which has been going on 
between the membership and Joan.  Keep up the good work! 

LEGISLATION UPDATE 
In Mid-October, President Schmidt met with NYS Senator Robert Ortt and his staff to discuss the re-
introduction of the Minimum Training Requirement Bill for newly elected/appointed Coroners.  As you may re-
call, this Bill is designed to provide minimum training to individuals who have been elected or appointed to the 
Office of Coroner in order to allow them to have some basic information to take on their first case.  Currently, 
New York State has NO REQUIREMENTS other than to get elected/appointed.  Senator Ortt was apprised 
that NYSACCME has been trying to have some type of Bill passed for over a decade to reflect the training ob-
jective and each and every time, it passes one house and fails the other or, it goes back and forth between 
committees until it just times out.  Senator Ortt has re-introduced a Bill as of December 1st to be taking into 
consideration when the Senate Legislature reconvenes in 2016.  NYSACCME is listed by name in the Bill and 
we are hopeful that without too many changes, this Bill will finally become a Law!  We feel that it is a piece of 
legislation which is much needed and long overdue.  For your information, the language of the Bill is as fol-
lows: 

S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K 
6251 

I N S E N A T E 
(PREFILED) 

January 6, 2016 
___________ 

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to the Commit-
tee on Local Government 
 
AN ACT to amend the county law, in relation to training requirements for coroners and coroner's deputies 
 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, 
DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 
Section 1. The county law is amended by adding a new section 679 to read as follows: 
S 679. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR CORONERS AND CORONER'S DEPUTIES. EACH CORONER 
AND CORONER'S DEPUTY, WHETHER ELECTED OR APPOINTED PURSUANT TO SECTION FOUR 
HUNDRED OF THIS CHAPTER, SHALL ATTEND AND SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE STATE-APPROVED 
COURSES IN MEDICAL-LEGAL INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO THE TAKING OF SUCH OFFICE, OR IF 
SUCH COURSE CANNOT BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO TAKING OFFICE, THEN NO LATER THAN THIRTY 
DAYS AFTER TAKING OFFICE. THE COST OF SUCH COURSES SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
THE CORONER OR CORONER'S DEPUTY, PROVIDED HOWEVER THAT THE COUNTY MAY, AT ITS 
DISCRETION, REIMBURSE THE CORONER OR CORONER'S DEPUTY FOR ALL OR A PORTION OF THE 
COST OF SUCH COURSES. SUCH COURSES SHALL BE PRESCRIBED, CERTIFIED AND CREDITED IN 
RULES PROMULGATED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES IN CONSULTATION WITH 
THE COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH, THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE, THE COMMISSIONER 
OF EDUCATION, AND OTHER INTERESTED PROFESSIONAL GROUPS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO, THE NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY CORONERS AND MEDICAL EXAMINERS. THE 
FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF SUCH COURSES SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY SUCH RULES. 
S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after it shall have become a law; provided, 
however, that the commissioner of criminal justice services is authorized and directed to promulgate any rules 
and regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this act on its effective date on or before such date. 

LOOKING AHEAD TO FALL 2016 CONFERENCE 
in Ellicottville, NY 

The Fall 2016 NYSACCME Educational Conference will be held at the Tamarack Lodge in Ellicottville, 
New York on September 16-18, 2016.  NYSACCME President Scott Schmidt will be hosting this con-
ference as our original host had to back out due to some emergency family issues that took prece-
dence in his life.  The theme of the Conference will focus on Legal Issues facing Coroners and Medi-
cal Examiners.  We once again will be applying for AAFP CEU's, NYS Funeral Director CEU's, ABMDI 
CEU's and also we will apply for Continuing Legal Education Credits.  Please urge your fellow Coro-
ners, Medical Examiners, MLI's, Physicians, District Attorneys and any Lawyer friends to consider at-
tending this important conference.  With the changing climate in today's sue-happy society, it's in your 
best interest to understand the law, understand what you can and can't do legally, and what your legal 
responsibilities are as it pertains to certain situations and scenarios while performing the official duties 
of your Office. 

REVIEW IS IMPORTANT 
Several years ago, we were emphasizing the importance of having a Mass Fatality Plan.  Then we went 
into the "How to Write a Mass Fatality" Plan stage.  Then we had the Pandemic Flu and Ebola scares 
which prompted "Add the Following Scenarios to your Mass Fatality Plan."  All of those events, revolve 
around the 5 "P's"...Proper Planning Prevents Poor Performance.  In the last several months, the World 
has endured tragedy on levels we haven't seen in decades.  Mass shootings on University Campuses, 
in movie theaters, in malls, coffee shops, subways...tragedy and horror on a grand scale seems to have 
infiltrated our every day existence.  While we all should remain vigilant and prepared personally, we 
should also remain prepared on a professional level.  This is a perfect time to dust off the Mass Fatality 
Guidelines in your County's Emergency Plan of Operation.  Review it, update it, change it...LOOK AT IT 
and become familiar with it...in hopes you NEVER have to use it, but by doing so knowing that you will 
know how to use it if you have to.  Personnel change, available resources may or may not be available 
any more, and there may be a new and better way of doing things on the Emergency Operations side of 
things.  Get to know your Stakeholders in your community and introduce or reintroduce yourself to the 
people who will be the players in the Command Center should the day come when you have to put the 
plan into action.   

THANK YOU 
Lion’s Eye Bank 

 Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network 
Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation 

…for your sponsorship at our Fall 2015 CONFERENCE 
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME? 
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees 
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation 
Creditability when involved in court cases 
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals 
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques 
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind 

case that leaves you grasping for straws 
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique 

that can be passed on to others who don’t know 
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences 
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,  
 Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys 

 
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO: 
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies 
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with  
 NYSACCME 
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences 
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medi-

cal Examiners 
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers 
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement) 
Students 
 

Membership is effective from January to December.  Yearly membership dues are made payable 
to NYSACCME.  Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org  
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FYI 

State of NY, as well as County 

and Local governments for the 

death investigators.  By organiz-

ing Coroners and Medical Ex-

aminers throughout the State, 

we support promulgation of 

standards for death investiga-

tion.  We hope to maintain a 

greater quality of death investi-

gation by accrediting our mem-

bership via training, and we 

The Mission and Goals of the 

NYSACCME are to assist in 

advancement of Forensic Sci-

ence and its application to 

death investigation by providing 

education to those who interact  

during a death investigation.  

We strive for the improvement 

of quality in death investiga-

tions in NY State and the ad-

vancement of support by the 

strive to assist with the writing 

of new laws and/or changing of 

old laws by maintaining liaison 

with legislative bodies, represen-

tatives, and the State DOH. We 

are ACTIVISTS for Forensic 

Science. 

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT 

Obituary of Barry Miller 
Bergen - Barry Garfield Miller, 50, of Bergen, passed away suddenly doing what he loved: helping others on Wednesday, 
(September 23, 2015) at United Memorial Medical Center, in Batavia due to injuries sustained in a motor vehicle accident. 
Mr. Miller was born June 6, 1965 in Batavia, the son of Tracy and Loretta (Werner) Miller, of Bergen. 

Barry was a member of the Bergen United Methodist Church and the New York State Association of County Coroners 

and Medical Examiners. He was very community oriented and was the Chief of Emergency Medical Services in Ber-

gen and a member of the Bergen Fire Department for 31 years. Mr. Miller started the Bergen Fire Department Explor-

ers Program and was a Genesee County Coroner. Barry served on the Bergen Town Board for several years.  

He graduated from Byron-Bergen High School in 1983 and was owner of Miller's Millworks in Bergen, and the Bea-

ver River Lodge in the Adirondacks. He also worked for several years for the Rochester Eye and Tissue Bank.  

Anyone who knew Barry will remember him as a very energetic person who loved to fly his powered parachute, snow-

mobile, boat, waterski, ride his motorcycle and camp.  

He was highly supportive of the Bergen Community and was proud to help anyone he could. An extremely generous 

man, one of his favorite ways to demonstrate his love and support of others was supporting battered women and serv-

ing the people of Bergen and Genesee County.  

Surviving along with his parents are his sister, Pamela (David) McCarthy and their children, Rebekah, Rachal, and 

Shannon McCarthy all of Baldwinsville.  

Family and friends called on Sunday and Monday (September 27 and 28) from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Bergen United Meth-

odist Church, 27 South Lake Street, Bergen. Barry’s Funeral Service was held at 11:00 AM, Tuesday, (September 29, 

2015) at Pearce Memorial Church, 4322 North Buffalo Road, North Chili.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Bergen Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 428, Bergen, NY 14416. Burial was in 

Mt. Rest Cemetery, Bergen, with Full Fire Department Honors.  

To watch a video tribute of Barry, please go to: 

http://heturner.bataviafuneralhomes.com/tribute/details/647/Barry_Garfield_Miller/obituary.html#tribute-start 

REMEMBERING OUR FRIEND, BARRY MILLER 
by Scott Schmidt 

Three days following the end of NYSACCME's Fall Educational Conference, tragedy struck 

our family.  (For all intents and purposes, I consider NYSACCME a family in every sense of 

the word.)  One of our family members was tragically killed in a motor vehicle acci-

dent.  Barry Miller, a Coroner in Genesee County and a NYSACCME member for the past 4 

years was responding in the Bergen Ambulance to offer mutual aid to a neighboring fire de-

partment that had a serious motor vehicle accident.  The weather outside was cool, there was 

patchy fog and it was just at the break of day...so sunlight was intense.  While enroute to the 

call, the ambulance came upon a slight upgrade in the roadway and with the fog, sunlight and 

limited visibility due to the elevation in the roadway, the ambulance struck a tractor/backhoe which was sweeping the 

roadway of debris.  Barry was the front seat passenger in the ambulance, and was critically injured.  He was rushed to 

United Memorial Medical Center where valiant efforts were made to save his life, but in the end, he succumbed to his 

injuries.  For those of you who knew Barry, I don't have to tell you that his quiet demeanor was just a façade for a man 

who loved life and enjoyed things which challenged the adventurous soul.  He owned and operated a powered para-

chute.  He was an avid boater and water sports enthusiast.  And he enjoyed hiking and camping and was the owner of 

an Adirondack Resort Property which was accessible only by boat.  He was constantly trying to better his community 

by selflessly giving of his time, talents, financial support.  Someone at his funeral said he was always giving 

back.  With regards to NYSACCME, Barry from day one, started giving back to this organization.  He offered his tal-

ents and expertise to help render us somewhat 'computer literate' at our last Coroner 101 class.  We were having techni-

cal issues with some of our presentations and equipment and Barry wasted no time in offering his help to our present-

ers.  From thence forth, as NYSACCME's IT Technician, Barry was always there, helping to make sure that the AV 

equipment was functioning properly.  At our last conference, he had purchased a 'goodie bag' full of cables, connectors 

and gadgets that we could bring with us to alleviate any more computer glitches.  And, as another way of giving back, 

Barry had often donated a weekend stay at his Adirondack Resort for the Sunshine Raffle.  This was always the 

most coveted prize.  Barry was an inspiration to many in NYSACCME and was a true example of the phrase, "...it 

is nobler to serve than to be served."  Those in his community have learned that.  Those in his family, know that.  And 

those of us in his NYSACCME family, have found that out...and will truly miss our dear friend and colleague.  On be-

half of all your NYSACCME family, Barry...may you rest in peace and thank you for being such a beacon of joy, hope, 

happiness and enthusiasm in our midst.  

http://www.nysaccme.org

